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Editor’s News
Hope you are all well. Starting to feel like Covid might soon be a thing of the
past (fingers crossed we don't get another variant).
Tomerong Markets are back and so is live music with Canadian Gordie Tentrees
kicking off the year. So make a note of Wednesday 23 March 6.30 at Tomerong
Hall and prior to that at Tomerong School. Gordie brings together his knack for
melody with his ability to hold an audience in the palms of his hands and is a
deeply personal, moving, melodic and sometimes humorous look at life through
the eyes of a unique and infectious personality. Yukon based, Ontario raised,
farm boy, golden glove boxer, school teacher, youth counsellor turned folk artist,
Tentrees has released 6 records and toured North America, UK, Australia and
Europe, playing up to 200 concerts each year.
The next issue will be the final issue of the Trumpet, so if you have a burning
desire to write something, this will be your last chance.
Thanks to Leonie McCann for her painting of the Post Office and interview,
Michael Buckley for the masthead, Richard Bates for sub-editing and proof
reading, Sue McCauley for her help with interviews.
Sandra Lee, Editor
Ph 0449984481/tomerong.sl@gmail.com
The views expressed in the Trumpet are not necessarily those of the editor
Tomerong Trumpet is an initiative of Tomerong School of Arts with funding from the
Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal investing in rural community futures.

ACKNOWLEDGING THE
TRADITIONAL OWNERS OF
COUNTRY IN THIS AREA AND PAYING OUR RESPECTS TO ELDERS PAST,
PRESENT AND EMERGING

The South Coast of NSW is Yuin country but Indigenous people here come from
a number of different groups including Brinja-Yuin, Budawang, Jerrinja,
Murramarang, Walbunja, Wandandian and Wodi Wodi.
The Aboriginal word Tomerong is believed to mean tall trees but could
also mean underground water.

Behind the Counter with Bev and Chris

When Bev and Chris Stewart first thought of making a tree change from their
busy lives in Sydney, they had not heard of or had any idea where Tomerong
was. Bev saw an advertisement on Gumtree for the sale of Tomerong Post
Office and Shop and they decided to take a Sunday afternoon drive to have a
look. Chris says that they fell in love with Tomerong straight away.
They had very different lives in Sydney, owning and running two childcare
centres. Bev is trained in Early Childhood Education and found that she loved it,
even converting their home in Sydney into their first centre. With Chris’ help
doing renovations they bought a second childcare business, which they
renovated and improved to expand their business. Chris also worked driving
excursion coaches around the Sydney area, even being awarded Coach Driver
of the Year!
The job of managing the post office and shop was initially overwhelming but
they quickly rose to the challenge by putting their own systems in place. Bev
soon became involved with Tomerong School of Arts, becoming president and
running two very successful Christmas events for the kids of Tomerong.
A day in the life of Tomerong Post Office starts at 6am sorting mail and parcels
until the shop opens at 9am. With the volume of parcels doubling due to online
shopping during Covid, they have had to put on two new staff members,
Yvonne and Deb. They are happy with the way the post office is running now
and finding it a lot easier to manage.

Being in a unique position to meet so many local people, they have found the
Tomerong community to be welcoming, friendly, caring and community minded,
with the community pantry being a good example of this. Getting to know the
community has been very rewarding for them. Overall they find the lifestyle in
Tomerong less stressful and more easy going.
As great travellers they have ventured to many overseas destinations, but for
now they are planning more trips
within Australia, including UIuru,
Adelaide and Melbourne this year,
plus a comedy cruise in Sydney.
They have just returned from Cairns
where they even ran into a couple
they knew from Tomerong. The Post
Office does keep them busy and with
the increased workload due to Covid
they will just be going on short trips
for now.
In the five years they have been
living here, the Post Office is looking
great; it has recently been painted,
and has both a street library and
community pantry. They are currently
commissioning a mural, by a local
student from Tomerong Primary
School, to go inside the shop.

Interview by Leonie McCann

BEV & CHRIS GEISHA STYLE IN TOKYO
DURING THEIR 2019 TRIP

Post Office Hours
BUSINESS HOURS ARE AS FOLLOWS:
MONDAY TO FRIDAY
CLOSED FOR LUNCH
SATURDAY
CLOSED ON PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
PHONE 4443 4301

9AM - 5PM
1.30 - 2PM
9AM - 12PM

Just a reminder, there is NO letterbox service available in Tomerong, so all
new customers should call in so we can meet and greet and get to match
faces to names. Also if you are moving out of the area, please let us know.

Cyril Blacket would be turning in his grave
Architect Cyril Blacket (1857 – 1937) was a
prominent figure in Tomerong's history, alongside
John Parnell, James Watt and William
Lackersteen. His father Edmund was the most
famous of early Sydney’s architects.
Cyril was first an architect but also an
entrepreneur, turning his hand to being a timber
merchant, land developer, gold prospector,
university lecturer, local alderman and president
of the Clyde Shire Council.
Some of his buildings are long gone, like the
1908 Clyde Shire Council building in Tomerong
which was demolished in the 1960s. Cyril was an
alderman on the council and was the obvious
choice to design this building.
He designed other buildings locally, including P Walsh & Sons, Junction Street,
Nowra (1890), the School of Arts, Berry Street, Nowra (1891), the Soldiers War
Memorial Gates at the Nowra Showground and the Commercial Hotel,
Kangaroo Valley (1891).
His involvement in the community included chairing the Tomerong Literary and
Debating Society in the 1890s but by the start of the 20th century he was again
working mostly on major commissions in Sydney, with weekends spent at St
Georges Basin. He undertook more lecturing and in 1903 was president of the
NSW Institute of Architects.
In 1885 he established ‘Tasman Park’ on 640 acres and moved his family to
the 10 bedroom Tasman House in the north-west corner of St George’s Basin,
fronting the Wool Road. Locals called Tasman House ‘The Mansion’.
One of Blacket’s fine remaining wooden buildings – the Holy Trinity Church in
Huskisson - is now under threat from developers and, unless the active
opposition to its removal is successful, is likely to disappear for ever.
The Gothic-style church was designed by Blacket in 1936 and replaced the
original church erected around 1890, not long after the land was gifted to the
community for a place of worship.
In 2005 the Anglican Church successfully lobbied then mayor Greg Watson to
have the church removed from the Shoalhaven heritage list.
Continued next page

The land was subsequently sold to
Huskisson Hotel owner Steve Bartlett who
proposes to build in its place a 5-storey
high-rise conference centre and apartment
block for tourist accommodation, together
with a hotel and its associated gambling
and alcohol - not exactly compatible with
the dedication of the site as a place of
worship. This desecration of the site is
compounded by the fact that several
Aboriginal graves are to be found on the
adjoining land.
Cyril would be turning in his grave.
For more information:
https://huskissonheritage.com.au https://
www.facebook.com/TomerongPast
https://stgeorgesbasin.info/level3/trough.html, thanks to Tomerong Past &
Huskisson Heritage Association for info and photos

2/1 Tallyan Point Road, Basin View, NSW, 2540
Ph: (02) 4443 5038 Fax: (02) 4443 5332
Email: bvpharmacy44@gmail.com Website:
www.basinviewpharmacy.com

Basin View Pharmacy has been serving the Basin View community and beyond for
many years. We aim to play an active role in our community and are passionate about
contributing to the health and well-being of our customers.
Basin View Pharmacists believe it is our responsibility to make sure you're never alone
when it comes to your healthcare, ensuring personalised care for you and your family.
We're here for any questions you and your family face and when you need advice or
someone to talk to for support. You can make a pharmacist appointment, or feel free to
walk in anytime. We are always here to tend to your needs.
A note from the owner: Alan is a local pharmacist and community member who has
been living in the area for almost 5 years now. He has a passion for excellence and
providing the best healthcare to all his patients.

“My promise to provide the best service and healthcare to everyone in
our community is easy to maintain; that’s because I am part of this
amazing community and so this is so much more than just a job for me....
It’s my life.”

Tomerong School of Arts News
ACCESSIBLE TOILET

On Saturday 19 February, in conjunction with the Tomerong markets the
opening ceremony of the new accessible toilet, back-deck and performers
changing room area was officially opened by Catherine Fuller of the IMB,
one of the funding bodies which also included the Veolia Mulwaree Trust.
THE PAVER PROJECT

This is now completed thanks to all those who helped - Chris Senior,
Richard Bates, Kez Thompson, Kerry Laws and Akira Kamada for their
work; Robyn, Rosemary, Linda & Sandra from the committee; and Schutz
Landscaping Supplies for their generous donation of material.
CONTACT INFORMATION

Booking Officer - Rosemary - email tomeronghall@gmail.com or ph
0408 023 435
MARKET COORDINATOR -

Anna See - email tomeronghall@gmail.com or ph 0407 217 651

Tomerong Fire Brigade needs you
Recent rain events and a wetter than normal summer has resulted in a much
needed break for volunteers over the current fire season so far. It’s great to
see local residents applying for permits, following permit directions and
ensuring garden waste is disposed of correctly this fire season.
However please don’t become complacent; wet weather and fast growing
shrubs and grasses can cure out quite quickly over a few hot days posing fire
risk, so please ensure you have a fire plan in place. See
www.myfireplan.com.au for more information on how your family can get ready
in case of a bush fire.
Permits are available Wednesdays and Fridays 9am to 12pm at The Wood
Yard on Grange Road or phone 4443 4600.
With the increased risk of Covid over the Christmas/New Year period there has
been less training activity and brigade interaction at the station, but please rest
assured, we are ready in case of events. As restrictions are easing Tomerong
Brigade is also really in need for more local members who live relatively close
to Tomerong Fire Station to join the team. Mums, dads, aunties, uncles, grans
and grandads are all welcome to join in and be part of our wonderful
community team. Please contact us via our facebook page NSW Rural Fire
Service – Tomerong Brigade, phone me on 0402 006 540 or email
tomerongrfb@gmail.com
Thanks everyone – Stay Safe
Casey Addison – Senior Deputy Captain - Secretary

Akira has found his
lucky place
Akira Kamada is a Tomerong
sculptor and installation artist
whose main focus in his art is the
impact of human behaviour on the
environment and on our overall
social fabric. His work is abstract
and he mainly uses natural
materials such as fallen or
recycled timber, branches or
twigs, or recycled paper,
cardboard or fabric.
Born in Japan in 1955, Akira
studied photography and painting
before emigrating to Australia with
his young family and partner
Kerry, in 1987. While working as a landscape gardener in Sydney, he studied
ceramics and sculpture at night. He began exhibiting in group shows and public
exhibitions, where he has been a regular for the past two decades, winning
awards from Sculpture by the Sea, and the North Sydney Art Show amongst
others.
With their family grown up, Akira & Kerry began looking for a place that was
close to nature, where Akira could create his sculptures and they could lead a
sustainable lifestyle. They used to visit the area to camp at Green Patch when
their kids were small, so Jervis Bay was high on their list. They couldn’t believe
their luck when they found the perfect bush block on the outskirts of Tomerong,
where they have since built their home and established vegetable gardens and
an art studio.
When he first arrived in 2014, Akira entered the SeeChange Arts Festival which
was a great way to meet other artists. He was happy to find there was a strong
and welcoming artistic community and describes it as a “small family
community” as opposed to Sydney where everyone is spread across the city.
Within the SeeChange Festival Akira saw an opportunity for encouraging
greater community involvement by having environmental sculpture workshops
and exhibitions on the property for both schools and individual artists. Over
several years he ran free workshops with schools prior to the festival, and then
followed up with an invitation for the children to bring their parents to see the
completed sculptures and installations on the Tomerong property.

Akira continued
Akira and Kerry still feel very lucky to be living in Tomerong, both for the
friendly and engaged community and for the bush, birds and wildlife. They
are conscious of living on Aboriginal land and would love to gain a better
understanding of traditional knowledge and practices. They would also be
happy to meet anyone interested in being part of a permaculture garden
group as they already have an extensive garden and would love to share it.
There is a large space upstairs in the studio where they hope in the future
to have community art exhibitions and workshops. If you have any ideas or
projects in mind you can contact Akira by email: akirakamada@hotmail.com
Akira’s most recent work was in response to the 2019-20 bushfires. He
explains, “I felt so sad about all the creatures that lost their lives, my head
was like a war zone. So I made Requiem”. It was on exhibition at the
Quarantine Station, Manly until mid-February this year.

This is the ﬁrst in a series of interviews exploring ar4sts who live in
Tomerong

Requiem by Akira Kamada

Photo by Cathi Ogden

Tomerong Market 30 Years Old
When I moved to Tomerong in 1991, the first thing I did was join the Tomerong
Hall of Arts Committee; they were in need of a new Secretary and I had the
skills for the job.
At the time there was very little going on in the hall apart from from old time
dancing once a month when maybe 8 people attended.
I thought: how could we bring the hall back to life? and decided to start
Tomerong Country Market with the idea that it was home grown, home made or
home baked and to this day this is still encouraged. The first market was held on
Saturday 30 May 1992, which makes this year its 30th Anniversary! This was
the first time Tomerong had had a market, and the cost of a stall was $10. I was
a bit of a one woman band with only my husband Richard to help. I made all my
own signs out of old bits of wood – Richard put them up and took them down - I
designed posters, sent out press releases and filled the hall and surrounds with
market stalls. It was and still is held on Saturday mornings.
It still is exciting to see Hawken
Road filled with people on market
day, enjoying catching up with
friends while shopping. Covid has
disrupted the market over the last
two years but it is up and running
again with a new market coordinator, Anna See
ph 0407 217 651 Stalls are $20
now with all proceeds going to
maintain Tomerong Hall.
Sandra Lee

Locals Anne Girard & Bindi Isis at an early market

Tomerong Community Forum
February Meeting
There was a good turn out of over 40 residents and other interested parties who
attended together with Mayor Amanda Findley, Councillors Liza Butler, Moo
D’Ath and John Kotlash, Justin Field MLC, and representatives from Transport
for NSW.
HAWKEN ROAD/PRINCES HIGHWAY UPDATE

Representatives from Transport for NSW spoke to the Forum to outline the
project to upgrade the Princes Highway from Jervis Bay Road to Hawken Road,
including a new intersection at Hawken Road. This forms part of a larger project
to upgrade the highway all the way south to Sussex Inlet Road. This first
section to Hawken Road has already received funding approval and the project
is now underway. The project has the potential to significantly affect
landowners as well as local environmental impacts. The representatives
explained that they are currently in the Concept Design Phase. However
community members present do not believe they have received sufficient
information about this project. They do not believe that Transport for NSW have
been transparent in their dealings with the local community, not engaging in any
real community consultation on this project. A further meeting will be held at
Tomerong Hall from 6- 9pm on Tuesday March 22 with Transport for NSW for
further discussion on this project.
Transport for NSW can be contacted via this email jb2si@transport.nsw.gov.au
If people register their details on the webpage they will get all of the community
updates. Enter this link and scroll down to ‘subscribe for updates’, enter your
details and click on ‘subscribe’ at https://roadswaterways.transport.nsw.gov.au/
projects/princes-highway/jervis-bay-road-to-sussex-inlet-upgrade.html
TOMERONG QUARRY UPDATE

Colin Wood from Council provided significant background about the history of
the quarry, community concerns and where Council may have been perhaps
not as assertive as they should have been in enforcing conditions of the DA.
There was a great deal of discussion from the community who have been
affected by the operations of the quarry over several decades. There was quite
a deal of anger and disquiet from the community. We were informed that the
operation of Council with respect to the quarry has now been referred to the
NSW Ombudsman to investigate whether any matters worthy of investigation
should be undertaken. It appears that we are best placed to wait and see what
happens through this process. Colin Wood informed us that they understand
that a modification to the quarry DA will be submitted to Council shortly to
extend the operation of the quarry.

Tomerong Quarry continued
This is extremely concerning to the local community as it is possible that any
modification would occur using the original 1990 conditions at the time of the
original DA. Also of concern is the lack of an approved rehabilitation plan for
the quarry. It is expected that a new plan will be submitted to Council before
the end of March.
Council has agreed to keep the Forum informed of any aspects relating to the
quarry as soon as it is informed of any such proposals in a very transparent
way. Council will also send to us the minutes from the recent council meeting
where the quarry was discussed.
PROPOSED CREMATORIUM

Chris Grounds from Basin Villages Forum committee gave us a
comprehensive update on the proposal for a crematorium and funeral home
with around 200 services per year. DA22/1044 can be viewed on Council’s
website - also referred to as Lot 1 DP1041096. It is over an area of 24.32 ha at
339 The Wool Road, St Georges Basin for a Funeral House, Crematorium &
Associated Facilities. The concerns that were raised include traffic issues,
biodiversity impacts and lack of detail in the DA. The Forum agreed it would
write to Council outlining objections to the DA. See next page for more info.
To receive emails regarding the Forum’s meetings, please email Gary Bickford,
President, Tomerong Community Forum < tomerongforum@hotmail.com>

*Acreage Mowing

Crematorium on Tomerong’s Doorstep
Plans have been lodged with Council for a $10million crematorium
development on bushland adjacent to Tomerong on The Wool Road. The
clearing of vegetation for this project is of concern to environmentalists as it is
known to be habitat for several endangered species, including the rare and
protected Leafless Tongue Orchid, the same orchid that prohibited development
on the Heritage Estate just down the road and the proposed motor sport
complex at Yerriyong, west of Nowra.
Whilst there may be the need for another
crematorium in the Shoalhaven, the
concern of many local residents is that
this is an inappropriate site given the
environmentally sensitive nature of the
land and the extent of clearing of critical
habitat required.
The 24 hectare complex at 339 Wool
Road would consist of a crematorium,
funeral home and three chapels with two
driveways, 162 carparks and space for
179 more. It would be open every day for
funerals and memorial services, viewings
and wakes, with around 200 funeral
services a year to start with and the
likelihood of night time deliveries of the
deceased.
ENDANGERED LEAFLESS
TONGUE ORCHID

The land is part of a significant habitat
corridor, mapped and recognised for its
biodiversity by both council and state
government planning departments, protected as environmentally sensitive land,
no clearing allowed.
In addition to these concerns, local residents are also concerned that traffic
issues have not been satisfactorily addressed, nor has the impact of the
discharge of toxic chemicals into the atmosphere from the cremation process.
Furthermore, the local residents, who stand to be seriously impacted by this
proposal, say that there has been no adequate consultation with them, nor
have their concerns been addressed.

Crematorium continued
If you are concerned about the
impact of this proposal, or if you
would like to support it, you can
write to Shoalhaven City Council.
P.O. Box 42 Nowra NSW 2541 or
email
council@shoalhaven.nsw.gov.au,
subject: DA22/1044 submission

Photos of endangered leafless
tongue orchid and the rare
Blandfordia/Christmas bells (r)
by Chris Grounds

Wirin Wirra
Nursery
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Full range of locally
grown flowering
ornamentals,
screening, local
species and bush
food. Tubestock to
advanced plants.
Wholesale prices - all
welcome
Eftpos available
M: 0488 332562 ph/
fax 4443 4029
wwirra@
bigpond.net.au
www.wirinwirra.com

Full range of locally g
screening, local speci
a

Australian
Native Plants

Wholesale Pr
Eftpo
Located on cnr of
0488 332562 Mo
Evelyn Road & Hill
wwirra@bigpond
Street,
Tomerong
OPEN 7 DAYS
Located
crn. Evely

Fresh Coffee in Tomerong
Tomerong now has its very own coffee van operating 5 days a week from
7-11.30am and once a month at Tomerong Market.
Dave and his partner Megan moved to the area in 2000 and fell in love with it
straight away.
Having served coffee and food at Tomerong Market for 20 years, Dave decided
to move his Four Feet Coffee van to a more permanent spot just by Tomerong
Hall.
He learned his barista skills in an Italian restaurant in London 25 years ago,
having lived most of his life in Fiji up to then. Dave is still as passionate about
coffee to the extent of roasting and blending his own beans which come from
Brazil and Ethiopia. He keeps his coffee machine immaculately clean and
blends and roasts coffee beans twice a week to make sure you have the best
coffee.
He sells the whole range of coffees, from flat white to cappuccino to turmeric
chai. You can order on-line to have your brew waiting for you by going to their
website:
https://www.fourfeetespresso.com
He also does a range of toasted sandwiches, ham and
cheese croissants and cakes.
Now that most Covid restrictions are lifted, Dave is
encouraging people to bring their own reuseable Keep Cups,
however the Bio cups and lids he uses are compostable,
although cannot be put in the recycling bin.

Tomerong Classified
ATB GARDENS, YARDS & TREES Ph 0415 732 801
BAY & BASIN ANIMAL HOSPITAL

We have tried to
include all current
businesses in
Tomerong.If I have
missed yours please let
me know and I will
include it in the next
issue.
Email: tomerong.sl@
gmail.com

1 Grange Rd, Tomerong P. 4443 6677
COFFEE ON THE DOUBLE

Island Point Rd, Tomerong P. 0448 988 912
CANVAS PRINTS ON-LINE

www.stellacanvas.com P. 0490346503
FOUR FEET COFFEE VAN P. 0403 486 478
https://www.fourfeetespresso.com
IMPECKABLE AUTO REPAIRS

1/5 Grange Rd, Tomerong 2540 P. 4443 5898
JERVIS BAY AIRPORT EXPRESS P. 4443 7777
KNUDSEN TANKS & ROOFING

5 Grange Road, Tomerong P. 4443 4066
MAGGIE’S PILATES TOMERONG P. 0414 604 737
DALE ROBINSON, MASTER BUILDER

353 Hawken Road, Tomerong P. 0411 684 256
DUSTY JONES - SNAKE MAN P. 0423 958 059.
ONEAGENCY PROPERTY GROUP MARK STEWART P. 0402 428 600
PARNELL HONEY, Hawken Road, Tomerong P. 0427434226
SIGNS ALL OVER, signsallover@gmail.com

P. 0439254551

SCHUTZ LANDSCAPE AND GARDEN SUPPLIES

Island Point Road & Grange Road P. 4443 4666
SHOALHAVEN AIR & ELECTRICAL

65A Cambourne Road, Tomerong P. 4443 4932

SAMARA HEDGES, TREE HOUSE AERIAL YOGA STUDIO

55B Suffolk Rd, Tomerong www.thetreehouseaerial.com/the-tree-house
SWEET PIPER - Candles, diffusers & hampers

sweetpiper2022@gmail.com

P. 0402378955

TOMERONG NURSERY

18 Yerunda Road, Tomerong. Vasi's mb: 0409922111
TOMERONG POST OFFICE AND GENERAL STORE

Hawken Road, Tomerong ph 4443 4301
SHARDEAN KITCHENS & JOINERY

298 Hawken Road, Tomerong ph 0411 489 485
DAVID WALKER BUILDING

Tomerong ph 0438 414250
C & D WEEKS ELECTRICIANS

9 Grange Road, Tomerong ph 0412 486 067
WIRIN WIRRA NATIVE NURSERY

Cnr Hill St & Evelyn Road, Tomerong ph 4443 4029
THE WOODS FARM ACCOMMODATION & WEDDINGS

2 Bayly Rd, Tomerong ph 4401 2831
THE WOODYARD

33 Grange Road, Tomerong ph 4443 4600

Would you like to
contribute to the
Tomerong
Trumpet?
Write a story, submit a photo,
write a poem, take an ad from
only $55.
Send it to Sandra tomerong.sl@gmail.com or
call on 044 998 4481

Queens of the Bush

Black Blacker Blackened
The artists, alert, scrunch their way into the brittle landscape
Charcoal provided by the intense fires
All around new life springs
grasses
seedpods
the WARATAHS!
“We are the Queens of the Bush”
Hands quickly scratch on paper
(was this made from old growth forest?
a different devastation)
Black marks, lines and smudges
No destruction here Re-Creation
Red rises
The artist rests.
Janet Luxton 2/2022
Late last year the Waratahs in Jerrawangla National Park, just west of
Tomerong, bloomed in profusion in response to the 2019l20 bush fires and
attracted artists and poets to capture their beauty.
Photo: Sandra Lee

